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	Extreme weather guidance

	
Date reviewed: February 2026
	
Next renew date:  February 2027

	Statement
We will be considering this guidance when the MET office issues either an Amber or Red weather warning.  As we know in recent years these have been issued for snow and ice, severe storms, gales and extreme heat. 
Any of these warning will lead to consideration of this guidance and to carrying out risk assessments and could lead to a full or partial on-site closure.  Gloucestershire County Council procedures for emergency closure are followed.   In the event of any full or partial on-site closure we aim to offer a remote or home learning offer to pupils wherever possible.
Ellwood Primary School is committed to, and will always make every effort to keep the school open. We do understand that any closure or partial closure has an impact on children’s education and we appreciate the frustration and difficulties that it causes in everyone’s busy lives for the children to be at home unexpectedly. However, the overriding factor in our decision making is the health and safety of the children.
The issues we consider are:
The likely state of travel and transport on the roads bearing in mind:
· The snow / ice on the roads generally.
· The likelihood of trees and other obstacles either blocking or coming down in the roads.
· The Met Office forecast for the whole day in terms of the conditions worsening.
· The advice being given by the Gloucestershire County Council Health and Safety Officer.
· Whether enough staff will be able to be in school for the pupils when they arrive 
· Red warnings by definition, advise not to travel unless absolutely necessary.
· the conditions around the school site.
If the school does have to be closed a notice will be posted on the school website and we will strive to text or email parents and add to the school’s Facebook page and Dojo. The closure will also be reported to the Local Authority.   The school will make all practicable efforts to keep parents informed as to opening during severe weather conditions as early as possible.  Parents are also expected to check the website and/or make themselves aware of the radio broadcasts when it is clear that closure is a possibility.
The school appreciates that pupils may arrive later than normal in severe weather; parents should contact the school to let them know they are on their way if they are likely to be delayed and to advise whether they need to order their child/ren a lunch.  Where the school is officially closed, all absence is classed as authorised.  
In the event of snow and ice, pathways will be cleared.  Parents should remind children to stay on the cleared paths.  Play times may be changed during severe weather.   
Parents are responsible for ensuring that their children are sent to school with adequate clothing etc. for the weather such as extra layers, coat, hat, gloves and suitable footwear such as wellies for cold/wet weather and with water, sun hat and sun cream for hot weather.
If the weather deteriorates during the school day every effort will be made to contact parents/carers of the situation and advise whether early pick-up is advisable.  The Headteacher is responsible for ensuring there is adequate supervision for children who may not be collected until usual ‘home time.




	Monitoring and Review
The Governing Body will review this policy annually and assess its implementation and effectiveness.

	
	By: Mrs Milford
	Signed: Mrs Milford
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