
Teaching Phonics in 
Reception

Ellwood Community Primary School



What is Phonics? 
Phonics is a method of teaching children to 

read and write. 

• At Ellwood School we follow the ‘Floppy’s 
Phonics’ programme which is divided into 
phases. 





Pronouncing the sounds: 

It is important that children learn the letters 
and the sounds. 

(focus on the sounds for reading/writing). 

• Please ensure your child is pronouncing the 
sounds correctly as incorrect pronunciation 
will affect your child’s ability to read. 

• For help with pronunciation: 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/phonics-made-
easy/

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/phonics-made-easy/


Sound pronunciation

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-
home/reading/phonics-made-easy/

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/phonics-made-easy/


Level 1+ - Phase 2



Level 2 - Phase 3

Most of these feature two letters, known as digraphs. These have two letters but make one sound.



Level 3 - Phase 3

We aim to ensure every child is secure in phase 3 by the end of reception. 



Blending

• We are teaching the children to blend 
sounds together to read words:

p – i – n
becomes pin 

This can be tricky initially – keep modelling this skill to 
your child. 



Blending video

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-
home/reading/phonics-made-easy/

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/phonics-made-easy/


Segmenting

sat becomes
s – a – t 

This is the skill required for writing. 



Phonics Sounds

These sounds need to be 
revised at home – please do 
this as regularly as you can.

• Children will be given sound sheets 
to practise their phonic sounds at 
home. 

• Your child can practise pointing to 
each individual letter and then 
saying the sound. 

• We will highlight the sounds we 
have taught in school which are 
the sounds we would like you to 
focus on at home.  



Phonics Homework

This is your child’s phonics 
homework. 

As we teach new sounds they 
will be added to your child’s 

homework folder (set on 
Thursdays – marked the following 

Thursday).

Each sheet needs to be 
completed with adult support to 

model letter formation. 



Blending Strips

To develop your child’s blending skills 
we will be sending your child home with 

blending strips in a pink book. 

• Once your child is confidently 
blending a word please put a tick 
next to it. We will then practice with 
them in school to check they are 
secure with all the words on the strip 
before putting another strip in. 

• As we advance through the phonics 
programme the words get more 
difficult. 



Tricky/Helpful Words

• Each phase of phonics requires the children 
to learn a set of tricky words: 

• Tricky words cannot be sounded out – children must 
learn them from sight. 



Tricky Word Bookmark

Your child will have a ‘Tricky Word’ 
bookmark attached to the front of their 

reading record. Please practise reading the 
words regularly. 

Children need to learn how to read and 
spell these words with confidence. 

When your child can read and write the 
words they will be given a new set of 

words. 



Letter Formation



How to support your child:

• Play rhyming games/read rhyming 
stories.

• Sing songs, nursery rhymes, story telling. 
• Read regularly with your child (if you want your 

child to read to you –make sure they are not tired). 

• Spot letters/sounds everywhere you go 
(anything that interests your child – ask them 
to identify sounds they can see out and about). 



How to support your child: 
• Encourage your child to listen to environmental 

sounds they hear. 
• Model blending and segmenting words.
• Practise reading and writing the tricky words. 
• Practise recognising sounds in your child’s sound 

book. 
• Practice blending skills using your child’s 

blending strip. 

Please speak to Miss Peart at any time if you have 
any questions/concerns. 



Phonics Glossary

Your child will be taught these terms: 

• Blending: blending the sounds together to read a 
word. 

• Segmenting: identifying the sounds which make 
up a word. 

• Digraph: one sound – two letters.
• Trigraph: one sound – three letters.
• Sound buttons: individual sounds in words. 
• Tricky words: words that cannot be sounded out. 



Reading is the 
key to success



Regular Readers


