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Our value this term is: Respect 
 

             January 25th 2024  

Oak 98.8%   

Chestnut    96.4%    

Beech    94.2% 

Sycamore    92.4% 

Willow    98.3% 

Weekly Attendance 

Our aim is to have our weekly attendance above 97% in line with the Local Authority’s expectation. This week, our whole school        

attendance was 95.8%. 

Well done to Oak class this week for both getting the highest attendance!  

Please remember to report a child’s absence before 9.30 a.m. ideally before the start of school by either  phoning the school on 01594 

833232 or emailing  

admin@ellwood.gloucs.sch.uk 

Thank you.  

 

 

 

We would like to make you aware of The Online Safety Bill – this new set of laws will help to protect children and adults online. It will make social media 

companies more responsible for their users’ safety on their platforms. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/a-guide-to-the-online-safety-bill 

 

The Bill will make social media companies legally responsible for keeping children and young people safe online.  

It will protect children by making social media platforms: 

 remove illegal content quickly or prevent it from appearing in the first place. This  includes removing content promoting self harm 

 prevent children from accessing harmful and age-inappropriate content 

 enforce age limits and age-checking measures 

 ensure the risks and dangers posed to children on the largest social media platforms are more transparent, including by publishing risk           

assessments 

 provide parents and children with clear and accessible ways to report problems online when they do arise 

The online safety laws will mean social media companies will have to keep underage children off their platforms. However, parents will need to ensure that 

children are not making fake accounts with an older date of birth.  

 



Cross Country  

 

A massive well done to the cross country team (Jack, Stan, Alfie, Brady, Josh and Macey-Rose)!  

It was a very tough 2k race however they all showed determination and resilience. 

 

A special mention to Jack (Year 6) and James (Year 4) who both came 7th in their respective races, so will now advance to the 

county trials. Amazing achievement!  

 



For the February 2024 half-term school holiday period, Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) will provide families in receipt of Free School 

Meals, who sign up to this offer, with 1 week of vouchers to assist with food costs during the school holidays. 

The scheme is for children in reception to year 11 who receive Pupil Premium (income-related) free school meals and attend a school in  

Gloucestershire. We are unable to consider college and sixth form students as well as children who receive infant free school meals  

(available to all children in reception to year 2); they are not eligible for this scheme. 

 

Families who have signed up previously do not need to re-register for February 2024 holiday vouchers - they will already have been 

included. Families that have previously signed up will need to contact us with any changes to their circumstances. To ensure we reach all those 

who are eligible, we are encouraging parents that have not previously signed up, to sign up as soon as they can. 

 

If you have any updates to an existing application, please email childrensfund@gloucestershire.gov.uk so that we can update your details, as this 

is not an automatic process. 

 

Applications for Holiday Free School Meal vouchers for the February 2024 half-term are open from midday 16 January until midday 

30 January. Voucher emails will be sent out week commencing 05 February.  Please check your junk/spam email folders during this period as 

sometimes the vouchers end up there. If parents have not received their vouchers by the 07 February, please email  

childrensfund@gloucestershire.gov.uk. 

 

For more information and to sign up, please visit our website - Holiday School Meal vouchers. 

RSPB Garden watch 

Big Garden Birdwatch is the world’s largest garden wildlife survey. Every year, hundreds of thousands of nature lovers take part, 

helping to build a picture of how garden birds are faring. Visit https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch? 

for more information about it and find out how you can get involved. 

 

mailto:childrensfund@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:childrensfund@gloucestershire.gov.uk
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/holiday-school-meal-vouchers/


Beech Class Focus 

 

In PE we have been playing net and wall games. We have had lots of fun over the last 

couple of weeks developing skills and playing games like ready steady go and 
squash the grape. We have also learnt the importance of warming up, learnt how to 

be ready for a ball and receiving/sending a ball.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In computing we have been programming using ‘scratch’, using ‘sprites’ and adding sounds and exploring sound 

effects. 







Diary Dates 

 

 

JANUARY  

 

Friday 26th January  - Whole school Cricket experience day (PE kit to be worn) 

 

Tues 30th January   - Years 3/4 Swimming 

 

 

FEBRUARY 

 

Thurs 1st February   - Year 5 Gymnastics 

     - Follow my lead (biking) for Oak class  

 

Monday 5th February  - Safer internet day 

 

Tuesday 6th February   - 5 year old dental checks (NHS) 

 

Thursday 8th February  - Year 5 Gymnastics 

     - Follow my lead (biking) for Oak class  

 

Friday 9th February  - Cake sale in aid of Little Princess Trust  (donations welcome please!) 

 

HALF TERM 

 

Monday 19th February  - First day back 

  

 

 


