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             April 25th 2024  

Oak  98.8%   

Chestnut    97.2%    

Beech    95% 

Sycamore    88.4% 

Willow    97.8% 

Weekly Attendance 

Our aim is to have our weekly attendance above 97% in line with the Local Authority’s          
expectation. This week, our whole school attendance was 95.3% which is below our target of 
97%.  

Well done to Oak class this week for getting the highest attendance.  

Please remember to report a child’s absence before 9.30 a.m. ideally before the start of school by 
either phoning the school on 01594 833232 or emailing  

admin@ellwood.gloucs.sch.uk 

Thank you.  

 

 

 

Oak Class Bake Sale 

Reminder……...Oak class bake sale tomorrow! 

3:20pm on the school playground. 

Any cake donations welcome! 

 
 



Attendance 

Thank you to those of you that ensure your children   
attend school regularly. We have had a big increase in 
the amount of holiday request forms coming into school 
lately and although by requesting a form you are       
following the correct procedure, we wanted to remind 
our parents that children should only be taken out of 
school for exceptional circumstances. Absences requested 
for family holidays will not be authorised and if the   
duration is for 5 days or more, the request will also be 
sent to the Local Authority and will likely result in a 
penalty notice. The penalty charge for taking a child out 
of school is £60 per child, per parent.  

If a child has more than 10 sessions (5 days) of          
unauthorised absence across a 10 week period, they may 
also receive a penalty notice.  

We are proud that generally, our whole school            
attendance is good. We do monitor attendance to identify 
any patterns, repeat absences and those that are classed as persistently absent. Parents that 
have children which are classed as being persistently absent can be referred to Early Help and 
will be contacted by Mrs Charles.  

Unfortunately taking holidays in 
term time not only affects your 
own child with missed learning, 
but also affects the rest of the 
class, as teachers and TAs then 
have to spend time trying to ensure 
your child can catch up on missed 
lessons and key elements of     
learning that they need in order to 
progress through school. 

Please feel free to contact us if you 
are struggling with your child’s 
attendance and feel that talking to 
our family support worker (Mrs 
Charles) could help.  

 

 

 



Year 4 - D&T 

Year 4 were given the challenge to create sling shot cars. 

This included building the chassis and then designing and making the body of the car.  

They had to think about making their cars stream line but also appealing for the eye.  

As part of Earth Day on Monday 22nd of April , Eco Council took the assembly and updated the 
children about what they are doing in school.  They also reminded us to do what we can at 
home. 

 

The children did very well with Mrs Rees’ Compost Quiz.  Composting at home is great fun or 
alternatively all your kitchen waste can be collected at the curb side weekly.  We will be taking 
part in Bream Shows composting challenge in the summer show. 



Year 1 - Phonics screening 

Children in Year 1, throughout the country, will all be taking part in a phonics screening check 
during the same week in June. Children in Year 2 will also take the check if they did not 
achieve the required result when in Year 1 or they have not taken the test before. 

The phonics screening check is designed to confirm whether individual children have learnt 
phonic decoding and blending skills to an appropriate standard.  

This year the test will take place week commencing 10th June. 

 

Miss Hek would like to thank those parents who were able to come to the Phonics Meeting on 
Monday. The Powerpoint with the information shared will be on the Year 1 class dojo page. If 
you would like any more information please ask. 

It is really important that children are reading regularly and completing their phonics home-
work as this will help them with the transition to Year 2 

Helpful links: 

www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/2/picnic-on-pluto 

Trick box 

Would you like to know more about trick box? 

Come along to our informal coffee afternoon (and cake!) on Friday 17th May 2:30pm in the 
school hall. 

A chance to find out more about trick box and discuss how we support well being in school. 

 

Thank you. 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/2/picnic-on-pluto


 



Miss Hayward’s Marathon Achievement  

Congratulations to Miss Hayward for completing the London Marathon last weekend! What an 
amazing achievement and a great example to the children of hard work, resilience and         
determination. 

 

The children loved seeing her medal and asked some great questions! 

 

 



Beech class - D&T 

Beech class have loved exploring microbits! 

We have looked at wearable technology and how it can keep us safe. We have begun to       
program microbits to use in wearable charms. 

 

 



Diary Dates 

APRIL 

Friday 26th April    - EYFS cake sale - Raising funds for their Cattle  
       Country summer trip! 

      - Willow Y5 dean academy D&T lesson 

 

Tuesday 30th April  - Gymnastics - Reception class (packed lunch     
       needed) 

 

MAY 

Monday 6th May   - BANK HOLIDAY 

 

Tuesday 7th May   - Gymnastics - Reception class (packed lunch     
       needed) 

Friday 10th May   - Class and leavers photos 

 

W/C 13th May   - KS2 SATs 

 

Tuesday 14th May   - Gymnastics - Reception class (packed lunch     
       needed) 

Friday 17th May   - Trick box coffee and cake afternoon. 2:30pm in the 
       school hall 

 

Fri 17th - Mon 20th May - Y6 - Manor Adventure 

 
W/C 20th May   - KS1 SATs 

 

Tuesday 21st May   - Gymnastics - Reception class (packed lunch     
       needed) 

 


